muracle thal We and Our PNt Can mwve
qurvived for so long. Life may feel fairly
anent to us individoally, and several
nedreds of thousands of years may sound
like a long time since humankind, or
something resembling it, walked the
Earth, but we should really feel grateful
that Life has miraculously survived for as
long as if has.

The chaos is the stirring of the pudding,
a necessary step in the whole process n
which we human-beings play cither an
extremicly small part or an exiremely
important part. Take your standpoint
where you wish! We were once told that
our lives are like doing a jigsaw puzzle
upside down with only the uncoloured,
cut-tarl shapes o picce together. When,
and if, the jigsaw is finished you just tum
it ever to sce the full picture. 1t would have
i be a very small simple jigsaw but the
thought i% nice. Putting together the jigsaw
of our wonderful Universe is pussibly
something like that but one cannot easily
explain what appears like cosmic chaos

authoriies,

It is obviously too late to backirack on all
the Council plans, but would it not have
been easier and cheaper 1o just have had a

eneral 40 mph speed limit from the top of
the hill on the Hathersage Road? It is
speed that kills not a bend in the road, One
might alao ask whoat happened to the
planned speed limit and ramps for
Newfield Lase just nearby in Dore?

Let's return to the tranguility of the stars.
The Dore skies have been adomed with
Use beauty of Aphrodite during the Spring,
amd now as the planet Venus draws closer
to the Sun more wonders will unfold
Through a small telescope the changing
phases of Venus are easily visible. Un 1
June the Sun scts ai aboul 930 BST, and
during the days leading up to midsummer
the three plansts, Venus, Mercury and
Saturn are Emd up to the left of the setling
Sun, with Samrm (in Leo) in the WEW,
Mercury (in Gemini) in the WHNW and
Venus (alzo in Gemind just beneath Casior
and Pollux} in the west. Mercury 15 It on
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Poor school design

The lives of gencrations of youny people
will be ruined by poor quality private
finance initiative (PED) schoals, according
to @ leading architeci. The magarine
Public Private Finance (March) says that
this is what prompied Malcolm Fraser to
resign as deputy chairman of Architecture
& Design Scotland,

According to Fraser “The best [PFI
schools] are not good enough. The worst
fill me with despair for the generations of
young lives that will be blighted by their
poor facilitics and playgrounds.” He cites
examples of poor design, meluding rooms
with tiny windows, of dining halls lit only
by skylights. Fraser’s calls to imvestigale
PFI's design quality and value for money
have been igeored. “The general zilence of
the building industry on this issue is a
disgrace.”



